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Freedom of Information Requests — Adjournment Debate 

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Leader of the House) [5.25 pm]: I want to mention two 
things in the adjournment debate in response to some matters raised by members this afternoon.  

I will turn to the Treasurer’s Advance Authorisation Bill 2009 in a moment, but first to Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich’s 
ravings about freedom of information, which are becoming quite tedious now. I must say the reason that it takes 
a while to get responses to FOI requests is because the Labor Party has taken the position that it will so inundate 
ministers’ offices that they hardly have time to do anything but respond to those requests. It is a deliberate 
strategy. I know that is Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich’s strategy because the chief executive officer of an agency told me 
that she said that was what she was going to be doing. I must say that I do not know why anybody would want to 
know what my diary is ever since I became a minister. However, one FOI application wanted to know 
everything I had done ever since I became a minister. It could be very titillating and it might be very exciting, 
but it means that somebody must talk to everybody I have talked to. Somebody must go through all the third-
party issues and it simply takes an inordinate amount of time. There are probably two staff in my office who are 
working full time on FOI requests. That is achieving what Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich wants to achieve; therefore, I 
might have to employ a few more people to deal with them. Perhaps if we just sent her a bill for what it costs, 
then she would stop immediately because it is costing thousands and thousands of dollars in public servants’ 
time on requests that really are quite irrelevant. They are simply fishing expeditions that have no relationship to a 
demand or a request for access to information. I will put this issue to one side for a moment and one of these 
days when I speak again, I will go through the list of the FOI applications I have received, if I am allowed to, 
simply to give an indication to the house of how absurd some of these FOI requests are. 
 


